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. |President Johnson has chosen well "in noml-| .
‘npting Richard M. Helms to ba the new director|
of the Central Intelligence Agency and Rosel H.f - -
Hyde to be the chairman of‘the Federal Communi-
§c tions Commission. Boih men bring to their ex-}
‘cputive responsibilitics the advantage of substan-
ti 1 experience within their respeciive agencies.
" | Dick: Helms should have become the CIA di-
o lxpetor .at the tiine Admiral Willlam F. Raborn was

'a)pomfcd 14 months ago. Tha ‘Texas-connected
dmiral was a misfit in this post from the be.}
nning. He had done a fine job with the Polaris
issile. program, but ncither this background nor
s reputation for getting along with Congress
alified him for the delicate work of supervising
wd coordinating tho Natlon's 1ntelligence effort,

«3h the auency, and he had the good sense to lean] :
iqn Mr. Helms in technical matters. But too often, A
;j idging from the tales that flowed In a steady| = -
ream from the CIA headquarters at Langley, hel -
ceined to look upon his xole as that of a glorid
ed cop. ’
By contrast Mr, Helms is a professional to hi
JAngertips, sensitive as well as” competent.” He ia
ell versed in the clandestine side of CIA's operad
ions, but he also Is enough of a generalist to ree{ -
gnize that this is only a minor part of CIA's ind
ormational responsibility. Well respected botH
the Administration and on Capitol Hill, Mr{
elms is no doubt flexible enough to accommodate
JMmself gracefully to any revised oversight arq
angement that Congress may prescribe,
. Mr, Hyde, a Republican and former chairman ‘-
“¢f the FCC who was first appointed {o the Comq
1ission in 1946, won distinction if not apprecia] -
ion from all quarters by resisting questionablq
ressures brought on him by Sherman Adams] .
ecause of his caution and conservatism it is un} .-
‘Jikely that he will be an innovator, but his expe{:
yience as an FCC carcer employe should assis§
im to avoid domination by the staff, He should -
_ e buttressed in his independence by a new FC{Q .
© ‘Commissioner, Nicholas Johnson, who as Federal
aritime . Administrator .demonstrated a_sturdy:
bility- to stand up to criticlsm. from veste
ﬂtereatsn Vadivee e .,:'.-._--‘.31...-" :":,.:‘- ;
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